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Primary construction of this facility was completed in March 2006.  The Viticulture/Enology Building (originally designated as the Multi-purpose Building) currently houses research labs and support space for the viticulture (the science of producing g  rapes) program and partial space for the enology program (the art and science of winemaking). 

The enology program will ultimately be relocated to the WSU Tri-Cities campus.; The crushing of grapes from the research vineyards will continue to occur at Prosser and juice transferred to the Richland campus for processing into wines.
This proposed project will feature an office wing which was designed but not built in the initial phase of the building. This space will house viticulture faculty and graduate students, as well as other scientists affiliated with grape pathology or cherry breeding and physiology. Expansion of open space will house equipment associated with fruit processing research and controlled environment facilities associated with juice and wine grapes and fruit tree breeding and physiology research.
The completion of this building will strengthen  collaboration among scientists, accommodate the growing numbers of graduate students and postdoctoral and visiting international scientists and increase efficiencies of programs currently separated by distance.  Additionally, the construction of a new conference room addresses an urgent need to better serve the public educational mission of the research station -- known as the Irrigated Agriculture Research and Extension Center -- which serves a large and productive sector of Washington’s agricultural industry. 
Economic Impact. WSU faculty and staff have conducted research and extension programs during the past 40 years that have contributed significantly to the tremendous growth of new and expanding industries associated with wine grapes and tree fruit production.  These industries generate more than $20 billion to the state and national economy each year and employ over 100,000 workers. Washington is the nation’s largest producer of juice grapes and tree fruit and the second largest producer of wine grapes, with more growth projected to occur.  
Completion of this facility will enhance the ability of WSU scientists located at IAREC to compete for external competitive grants.  In 2009 alone, WSU faculty at Prosser garnered more than $8 million in federally awarded competitive grants.  These grants provide for the hiring of graduate students, technical support and local seasonal workers that contribute directly and indirectly to the local and state economy.
