WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY

Dairy Research/Teaching Milking Parlor
2013-15 Request:
$8,300,000

             Project Type:
    Program (Research/Growth)







Project Phase:
    Design/Construction
Institutional Priority: #11



Gross Square Ft: 16,000
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Washington State University requests $8,300,000 to design and construct a modern teaching and research facility at the Knott Dairy Center near Pullman that supports teaching and research opportunities which are not available anywhere else in Washington’s higher education system.  This project will create a modern facility to educate students and create the opportunity to conduct quality research to address important production and animal health issues critical to the vitality of Washington’s $2.4 billion dairy industry.  This facility will replace older, obsolete facilities that fail to represent modern dairies or to meet many criteria associated with animal well-being.
Completion of this project will aid in the expansion of the dairy herd to more closely replicate, in reduced scale, a modern commercial dairy and will permit scientists to conduct a number of experiments related to nutrition, fertility and reproduction, milk production, environmental sustainability and improved animal health.
This project will design and construct a 16,000 gross square foot building to house a Research/Teaching Milking Parlor to facilitate student instruction as well as research on dairy cattle production and management and milk handling. The facility will also include locker rooms, a milk storage room, an equipment room, offices and an observation classroom to be used by students, visitors and tour groups. 
An array of strategic priorities of WSU, the College of Agriculture and Human and Natural Resource Sciences and the Animal Science Department will be met through this project. They include experiential learning programs that strengthen the department’s national reputation, scholarship and development funding, undergraduate research, graduate training, recruitment and competitive extramural grant funding. They also include the university’s ability to address current and emerging issues of immediate relevance, support from existing and potential industry partners, and support for multidisciplinary teams that integrate research and extension to solve industry problems and to address both current and emerging stakeholder needs.  
This project will also facilitate the expansion of the WSU dairy herd – the source of dairy products marketed by Ferdinand’s and home of the world famous Cougar Gold cheese.  These enterprises provide student education and employment as well as faculty research associated with the School of Food Sciences.  
