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$55,200,000 is requested to complete design and construct a state-of-the-art interdisciplinary engineering facility that will serve as a catalyst to boost the state of Washington’s new high-demand research and education priorities in Clean Technology. 

The developing Clean Tech industries, including those involved in energy management, renewable energy, biofuels and the environment, are among the nation’s most robust when it comes to employment growth. Clean Energy jobs grew 9.1 percent from 1998-2007, compared to an average growth rate during this period of 3.7 percent. There are 390 companies in Washington involved in clean technology.
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The “Clean Technology Laboratory Building” will house successful and related Washington State University basic and applied science and engineering programs that lead to new technologies that reduce the state’s reliance on foreign oil, minimize greenhouse gas emissions, and improve air and water quality. These are high-demand WSU programs that have contributed to attracting record numbers of students to its engineering program and led to WSU’s top ten ranking nationally among Clean Technology research universities. Alumni include Dr. Ed Schweitzer, founder and CEO of Schweitzer Engineering and member of the National Academy of Engineering. 

Many of the WSU students studying in these fields at both the undergraduate and graduate level are hampered by separate and antiquated engineering and science facilities that are up to 62-years-old. The university ranks replacement of these facilities with this laboratory building as its number one new capital construction priority for the Pullman campus and WSU System. 

The research and instruction conducted in the Clean Technology Laboratory Building will include sustainable design and infrastructure; air and water quality research; and advanced materials research emphasizing renewable energy. Though related, these are disciplines that are often separated in a university setting. The common space provided by this new building is expected to create a synergy for driving innovation and solving new and complex problems whose solutions will be transferred to industry for commercialization.  Some of these activities are featured in the YouTube video at the following link:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_ynlfZD77U&feature=youtu.be
Research expenditures in FY 2011 that are associated with these groups that have been identified to move to the Clean Technology Laboratory building were in excess of $5 million in externally funded grants and contracts. These groups currently involve 60+ graduate students and approximately 40 undergraduate students. 

